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An Overview of the Religious Landscape in America 
By Annika Schauer   

Article 6 of the Constitution, and the First and Fourteenth   
Amendments have been historically applied to prevent the       
establishment of a State church, and, in the words of Thomas  
Jefferson, to build “a wall of separation” between government and 
religion in the United States.  While at first glance, such a “wall” 
may seem to discourage the growth of personal religious faith, in 
fact it has had the opposite effect.    
 
The United States has a secular government, but its populace is 
deeply religious.    According to Pew Research and recent Gallup 
polls, the United States ranks among the most religious of     
Western nations.  According to most major polls, between 75-85 
percent of Americans believe in a god or higher power of some 
kind, and about 65 percent of Americans characterize religion as 
“very important” in their lives.  Compared to European countries 
where a “State Church” is mandated in the constitution, such as 
England, Norway, Finland, or Denmark, Americans are              
two-to-three times more likely to describe religion as a priority.  
The United States is a statistical outlier among wealthy nations as 
well; research typically shows an inverse correlation between a 
nation’s wealth and its number of devoutly religious.  The United 
States is among the world’s wealthiest nations, yet remains as 
religiously faithful as some of its poorest counterparts.   
 
The demographics of religion as it is practiced in America have 
been shifting slowly and steadily over the decades.  Most         
immigrants in recent years have been non-European,                
non-Protestant.  Well over a quarter of Americans report that they 
have made a major religious conversion (such as from Christianity 
to another faith, or from Catholicism to Protestantism) during their 
lives.  While the United States has heretofore been                   
majority-Protestant, Protestants now account for only 51 percent 
of the populace, according to Pew Research, and analysts believe  
that Protestants will become a minority (albeit a sizeable one) in 
the near future.  Another factor in the shifting landscape of    
American religion is the “seeker culture” that began to manifest in 
the latter half of the 20

th
 century; each year, fewer of us are      

remaining in the religions we were born into.  Several polls have 
indicated that between 25-50 percent of Americans will make at 
least one major religious conversion (such as from Protestantism 
to Catholicism, or from Christianity to Buddhism) during the course 
of their lives.   
 
In terms of numbers in a single denomination, Catholicism is by 
far the most practiced religion in the United States, a number that 
has held steady in recent decades as many Protestant              

 

denominations have flagged. Nearly a quarter of Americans 
are Catholics.  Of these, nearly half were born in a country 
outside of the United States, such as Mexico.  A recent 
Landscape Poll conducted by Pew indicates that approxi-
mately half of immigrants to the United States practice     
Catholicism, so the Church’s strength in numbers is         
apparently fueled by immigration.   
 
Protestantism remains the largest religious category, but 
“Protestantism” itself is a catchall term for many smaller  
subgroups reflecting diverse religious worldviews that     
cannot be neatly categorized.  These views range from   
conservative and evangelical, as typified by the large  
Southern Baptist Convention, to the more politically liberal 
“mainline” and liturgical churches such as the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America, the United Methodist Church, 
Presbyterian Church USA, and the Episcopal Church USA.   
Protestantism also includes far-left wing and far-right wing 
churches, historically black churches, and a growing number 
of non-denominational churches.   
 
Other religions are also growing due to immigration.  While 
native-born populations of non-Christians are comparatively 
small, practice of non-Christian religions is outpacing    
Christian religions in terms of growth, due to new arrivals 
from abroad.  According to Diana Van Eck’s book, A New 
Religious America, “Islamic centers and mosques, Hindu 
and Buddhist temples, and meditation centers can be found 
in virtually every major American metropolitan area.”  Even 
in very small towns, mosques can be found in repurposed 
storefronts, and Hindu services can be held in private 
homes, community centers, or even in the local Quaker 
meeting hall.  The United States Military also has a policy of 
religious diversity and inclusion, as set forth in DOD directive 
1300.17.  Military chaplaincy includes Hindu, Unitarian,  
Buddhist, Muslim, and Jewish clergy, in addition to practitio-
ners of a variety of Christian denominations.   
 
Another growing minority in the United States are those who 
practice no faith at all.  About 15 percent of Americans (polls 
vary on the exact number) report that they are not a member 
of any religion.  Of these, about half report that they believe 
in some kind of god or higher power, and the other half    
report that they do not.  This group includes atheists and 
agnostics, as well as those who simply do not have a      
religious preference.  There are also some Americans who 
practice their faith for cultural or family reasons, who report 
that they are not believers.   
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Pune from July 23-25.  The trip included Consul General   
Peter Haas and staff from Public Affairs, Consular, Economic, 
Foreign Commercial Service, and United States-India      
Education Foundation.  During the visit CG Haas and staff 
promoted higher education in the U.S. to local colleges, 
launched the Pune chapter of Visit USA, inaugurated the first 
American Studies program in Western India, met with       
potential investors in the U.S., discussed visa issues with 
American companies, and visited a "green" factory of an 
American company. CG Haas also met with the 20 American 
high school students studying Hindi in Pune under the       
National Strategic Language Initiative.  The highlight of the 
trip was a "Facebook Fan" reception at Hard Rock Cafe in 
Pune where staff and more than 50 young Pune                
professionals were able to mingle and get to know each 
other. 
 
The American Center continued to support and recognize the 
contributions of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
(LGBT) community with a public event on July 24

th
 at the 

Consulate.  The event commemorated American poet, essay-
ist and feminist Adrienne Cecile Rich who passed away this 
year.  Some of the seventy participants enacted her poems 
and engaged in interactive discussions with Dr. Rambhau 
Badode (professor at Mumbai University and teacher of 
Rich’s works), Rajasvini Bhansali (U.S. based published poet 
& essayist, and a student of Rich), and Shobhana Kumar 
(Mumbai based activist and proprietor of Queer-Ink).    
 
The July Mumbai Mondays talk on “The Indian Diaspora in 
the United States” was so popular that the presenter was 
asked to address 40 students from St. Andrew’s College,  
Department of Sociology and History on July 26

th
 as part of 

an outreach orientation organized by our American Library.  
And the presentation will be repeated later in the year at the 
Rotary Club.  Don’t miss your chance to meet a member of 
the Consulate community and partake in such lively          
discussions.  Our August Mumbai Mondays on “America’s 
Kaleidoscopic and Rapidly Changing Religious               
Landscape,” promises to be just as exciting.  Please note that 
it will be on the fourth and last Monday (27

th
) of August as the 

U.S. Consulate General, Mumbai will be closed on Monday, 
August 20

th
 in observation of Ramzan Id.   

 
On August 1, the Consulate held its annual Iftaar in the 
atrium of its new Consulate building.  The Iftaar highlighted 
the religious diversity of Mumbai with the 90 attendees repre-
senting all faiths.  Along with senior Muslim leaders, repre-
sentatives from the Hindu, Parsi, and Catholic faiths reflected 
on what Ramadan meant to them during the opening re-
marks.   
 
And lastly, we deployed three important videos on our Face-
book and Twitter pages – one on the visa application process 
in Mumbai: - Click Here another on the American Library -
Click Here and a Visit America video - Click Here .   Check 
them out! 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Swati 
Assistant Cultural Affairs Officer 

WORD FROM THE CENTER 

NOTES FROM THE AMERICAN LIBRARY 

Greetings from the American Center of the U.S. Consulate 
General!  I’d like to share some highlights. 
 
We organized a three-day Consulate-wide outreach trip to  

http://photos.state.gov/libraries/mumbai/498320/fernandesma/New%20Titles-Aug%2012.pdf
mailto:libref@state.gov
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m3L-js7ZWsM&feature=plcp;
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5DFsXuwikbM&feature=plcp;
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BGPRLV_e-0U&feature=plcp




Alumni Highlights  

Jyoti Shukla, and alumna of the      
International Visitor Leadership      
Program, has switched lanes from 
journalism to stock market technical 
analysis, and has established her own 
consulting/technical analysis services 
in strategic partnership with Reliable 
Investments, a sub-brokerage arm of 

India’s top financial services house, Motilal Oswal         
Securities Ltd.  She has been an active trader for the last 
10 years and her journalistic background gave her a 
unique advantage of understanding how news drives stock 
markets.  Her nascent website, www.cheers2trade.com 
has been so popular among American readers that it     
receives 30 percent hits from North America.  Due to the 
site’s popularity, she started covering stock markets 
around the clock, starting from Asian markets, to Indian 
markets, European markets, and ending with U.S.        
markets.  Ms. Shukla says that, “If it was not for the IVLP 
and its unique talent spotting procedure, I would never 
have been exposed to the other side of the world and this 
life-changing career change would never have happened 
in my life.” 

On June 29, 2012 twenty alumni of the International    
Visitor Leadership Program, Youth Exchange and Study, 
Study of U.S. Institutes, and other USG exchange        
programs took part in an Alumni Theater Arts Workshop in 
Mumbai. The workshop was led by professional actor and 
director Sukhesh Arora. The American Center, Mumbai 
engaged with a vibrant and diverse group of alumni and 
provided participants across different exchange programs 
the opportunity to network and hone their leadership and 
communication skills by using Sukhesh’s guidance in 
theater arts and his game-based approach to the       
workshop.   
 
If you are an alumnus of a United States exchange 
program and have received special recognition, 
please send a write-up with 2-3 photos to mumbaipub-
licaffairs@state.gov.  You could be featured in future 
e-bulletins!  

We are very sorry to inform our readers of the sad   
demise of our dear friend and colleague, Eva Doctor.  I 
have been proud to call Eva my friend since August 
2000, when I arrived in Mumbai, my first time in India, 
knowing very little but eager to learn.  She helped me 
learn and understand things, and was always available 
to answer my questions, as silly as they might have 
been.  She took an interest in my family, and loved to 
come see our dogs, J and Jasmine.   She watched my 
children grow from babies to teenagers.  She          
consistently remembered my birthday and my wedding 
anniversary, even in the years I was gone from      
Mumbai.  She was truly a special person, who touched 
thousands during her 26 year career with the American 
Center of the U.S. Consulate General. 
 
Many of you may also remember Ruby, our American 
Center cat who passed away last year, who was Eva’s 
special protégé.   As much as I miss Eva, it comforts 
me to fondly picture Eva and Ruby together once 
again.  Eva, you will never be forgotten. 
 
 
Anne E. Grimes 

Director, American Center and Public Affairs Officer 
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